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Cuthbert Bouverie Spencer, Lad o’Pairts. 
 

Photograph possibly taken in the early 1930s, aged about sixty.
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Cuthbert Spencer of Tighnabruaich 
 
Background 
Anyone who spent holidays in Tighnabruaich during the first half of the C20th would 
have been familiar with the photographic postcards sold in the shops to send home to 
friends and relatives. There were local views, some including houses and people could 
say, ‘This is where we stayed’; many were of steamers in which visitors might have sailed. 
There were also photographs of local Regattas and notable yachts. Some cards were by 
Valentines of Dundee but some carried the initials CS or the name Spencer and a 
number. I was told the initials were those of Cuthbert Spencer, who had lived locally and 
many of these cards were marked ‘Printed in England’ or ‘Printed in Great Britain’. A 
talented professional photographer, therefore, living in Tighnabruaich?  
I was surprised, then, when looking at  the 1911 Census, to find Cuthbert Spencer in 
The Garden Cottage at Well Park, listed as  ‘Domestic Gardener’. He was 38 years old, a 
widower born in England, as was his sister Mabel, who was four years older and shown 
as ‘Housekeeper’. This must be the photographer; surely, there couldn’t be two people 
so-named in Tighnabruaich and I wanted to find out more about him. 

 
Where was he born? 
Aged 38 in April 1911 puts his birth in 1872/3. The 1881 Census produced Cuthbert 
and Mabel Spencer of the right ages in Ackworth, Yorkshire, with parents Edwin, 
(Schoolmaster) and Ann N. with other children Edmond, Leonard and Egbert, all aged 
from 12 to 3. (The 1871 Census shows two more children, Wilfred and Harold and a servant, Clara 
Briggs aged 14). Edwin was born in Leeds and Ann in Sowerby but all the children were 
born in Ackworth, which is a village between Hemsworth and Wakefield. In 1881 
Cuthbert was 8 years old and at school, so……..  

 
Where was he in 1891? 
This was a surprise because the Census puts him living in a bothy on an estate called 
Kirkwood at Dalton, between Ecchlefechan and Dumfries, with another 19-year-old, 
Henry McCandless, from Ireland, both young men being described as ‘Domestic 
Gardeners’. He clearly knew what he wanted to do and left home to do it. 

 
1895 Land Valuation Rolls for Scotland 
I couldn’t find him in Scotland at all, either as Tenant or Occupier, (but see later, under 
Freemasonry). 

 
So where was he in 1901? 
I was even more surprised to find that Cuthbert, now 29, was in Clachan in Kilcalmonell 
with a wife, Anne, 23 years old, who had the Gaelic and was born in Argyll. (Kilcalmonell 
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is a district of Kintyre, south of West Loch Tarbert). They were probably on the Ronachan 
estate and Cuthbert was still shown as Domestic Gardener. 
I looked for the marriage and found his wife to be Annie McKinlay from Skipness, 
‘Domestic Servant’, (probably on the estate where they were both working), whom he had 
married in Skipness church on October 24th, 1900. I looked for children but didn’t find 
any. 
 

1905 Land Valuation Rolls 
I couldn’t find him here, either, and it’s possible that he went to England for a time after 
the death of his wife,  because………..  
In 1911 Cuthbert was a gardener in Well Park Cottage in Tighnabruaich, a widower, with 
his sister Mabel keeping house. What had happened?                                 
I looked in the Registry and found that Annie had died on October 13th, 1901, of 
pneumonia following puerperal fever. This was desperately sad; less than a year after 
their marriage Annie died of child-birth complications and probably the child died also; 
maybe he did go back to England for a time after the death of Annie but, if so, he clearly 
came back to Scotland before 1911, (see Freemasonry).   
How did Cuthbert arrive in Tighnabruaich to be a gardener for the Patons in Well Park? 
An advertisement perhaps in a local Argyll paper or word-of-mouth from somebody? 
There were people with Skipness connections in Tighnabruaich in the early 1900s, the 
Stalkers for instance, who might have known the circumstances and suggested or 
facilitated the move but there is no way of knowing how or when this happened. 

 
Freemasonry 
Another surprise! On 24th September, 1895, Cuthbert was initiated into Lodge Panmuir 
299, in Arbroath, where he was passed and raised on the 8th October. He was then 
staying at 33, Ann Street, Arbroath. He must, therefore, have been in Arbroath for quite 
some time between Dumfries, (1891)  and Kintyre, (1900). 
In 1913 the Lodge Kyles of Bute No. 1120 was formed, Cuthbert Spencer, now a Master 
Mason, being a Founder Member and taking office as Senior Warden of the new Lodge. 
In December, 1914, he was recorded on the Lodge Roll of Honour, having joined the 
Scots Guards. At age 42, he must have volunteered or perhaps been in the Territorials. I 
can find no record of his service; many records were destroyed during the Second World 
War, but the Lodge minutes record his return in 1919 and mention his having been in 
Calcutta and Rawalpindi. The 1915 Land Valuation Rolls record Cuthbert Spencer as the 
Inhabitant of the Garden House at Well Park so, clearly, his sister Mabel was still there 
during his absence, (see Photography).  
In November, 1927, Cuthbert Spencer was installed as Right Worshipful Master of 
Lodge Kyles of Bute, holding the Office for two years. In 1928 he was installed as 
Provincial Grand Standard Bearer at proceedings held in Lodge St. John’s, No. 141, 
Campbeltown. Amongst the other Offices he held, Brother Spencer was also Lodge 
Organist; it is not clear what duties were involved but music was in the family, (see later). 
At a Meeting of the Lodge in December, 1954, following the death of Cuthbert Spencer 
on 10th November, the RWM Walter McNeill paid tribute to Brother Spencer’s fifty-nine 
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years of service to the Craft and to his ‘…splendid tuition and encouragement of our 
younger Brethren.’  
(The above information confirms that Cuthbert Spencer entered the Craft in 1895 and as this took 
place in Arbroath he must then have been in Scotland although I can find no other reference; clearly, he 
was much travelled). 
 

Photography 
Where and when did Cuthbert Spencer start taking photographs? Cameras were fairly 
cumbersome and expensive before the 1900s; did he start this as a diversion after the 
death of his wife or as a means of increasing his income; presumably he was now 
supporting his sister who, before 1911, had come to Scotland, perhaps to look after 
him? (The use of the back of the card for mailing purposes dates only from 1897, so he must have been 
on the ball fairly smartly because some of his early local photos suggest late Victorian and Edwardian 
dress). 
Did he do his own developing and printing? This would have required a dark-room but 
the cards were professionally printed, (see earlier). Cards can still be found bearing post-
marks up to the 1950s, although the photographs may be older, of course, suggesting 
that his photographic career covered nearly forty years or more. He also acted as a local 
correspondent for The Buteman newspaper and could, I was told, write with either hand.  
In the 1915 Land Valuation, Cuthbert Spencer, ‘Gardener’, was shown as a tenant in the 
cottage at Well Park; he was away on active service, (see Freemasonry), but his sister Mabel 
was probably still there. (Could she have been continuing the photographic work? See The Later 
Years).  
John Paterson who, as a young man, had delivered milk in Tighnabruaich, remembered 
the Spencers in Well Park Cottage but they moved to Argyll Villa when the Patons sold 
Well Park in about 1928. He also remembered that Mabel Spencer played the piano and 
taught local youngsters to play.  
The Great War of 1914/18, the Jazz Age of the Roaring Twenties, the General Strike, 
the Depression of 1929/30, the rise of Hitler, the Munich crisis and the 1939/45 war 
took place and during all this time Cuthbert Spencer’s post-cards were bought and sent 
all over the world. 

 
The later years 
On 24th November, 1931, Cuthbert Spencer was injured in a collision with a motor-car 
on the Shore Road in Tighnabruaich which killed Isabel, infant daughter of the Lodge 
Secretary, Archie Bannatyne, a loss which affected Cuthbert very deeply. (Details of this 
distressing accident, as reported in the Dunoon Observer, are included on page 7 of this narrative).  
On March 26th, 1941, Cuthbert’s sister died in Argyll Villa of a cerebral thrombosis. She 
was aged 74, still un-married and had presumably been keeping house for Cuthbert for 
more than thirty years, although the death entry gives her occupation as ‘Photographer’. 
(Had she been helping in the photographic business, even continuing it while he was away; could this be 
an error by the Registrar or did she play a larger part? The variations in attribution of the cards, i.e. 
Cuthbert Spencer, Spencer or CS might be an indication of who actually took the photograph; we shall 
never know).  
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In 1942, Cuthbert Spencer married for a second time, the lady being Flora MacDonald, 
then aged 52 years, in Tighnabruaich. He died in Argyll Villa of a coronary thrombosis 
on November 10th, 1954. His second wife, Flora, died on 17th December, 1964 and all 
three, Cuthbert, Flora and Mabel, are buried in Lair No. 12 in Millhouse cemetery, (see 
final photograph).  

 

The man himself 
It has been possible, through the medium of the internet, to learn a great deal about 
Cuthbert Spencer and his movements over the years. I didn’t set out to write a 
biography, although I did hope that I would find some clue to his personality. He had 
started working life as a gardener, often a solitary job and had moved away from his 
roots in Yorkshire while still in his teens. The kind of photographic work he was doing 
did not require sociability, suggesting that he was not by nature gregarious but his strong 
interest in and long association with Freemasonry strongly refute this. 
Mrs. Anne Paterson remembered ‘…..a jolly, wee man with strong opinions’, (he was a 
Yorkshireman, for goodness’ sake!), and knew his wife, Flora, but she had never seen 
Cuthbert with a camera. Mrs. Kathy Turner had fond memories of both Cuthbert and 
Mabel, who were very good to local children whom they entertained at Argyll Villa on 
Halloween and Cuthbert was quick to remind children, boys in particular, of good 
manners and behaviour.    
In later life, perhaps, the two tragedies he had experienced brought out a love of 
children and a desire to experience something of the family life he and Annie had been 
denied. 
In the Register entry of his death at 81 years of age, Cuthbert was described as  ‘Retired 
Gardener’, not as ‘Photographer’, the only reference to the latter I have found being in 
the 1931 hearing at the Sheriff’s Court. I have also wondered why Cuthbert chose to 
leave Yorkshire for Scotland so early in his life not, perhaps, a thing that many young 
people would do but the death entries for Cuthbert and Mabel show that their mother, 
who was born in Sowerby, near Thirsk, in Yorkshire, had the middle name Nic(h)olson; 
could she have had Scottish, even Argyll, roots and encouraged the move? He certainly 
never returned permanently to Yorkshire.  
One final oddity is Cuthbert’s middle name, Bouverie; together with his sibling brothers’ 
names Edmund and Egbert one gets the impression that this whole family was a bit out 
of the ordinary. (Bouverie is the family name of the Earls of Radnor; could there have been a 
connection?). 
Cuthbert Spencer’s work over more than forty years has helped to put Tighnabruaich on 
the map. His photographic cards went all over the world and are still collected, admired 
and traded today. It is a shame we know so little about him but his legacy will stay with 
us for a very long time and may-be this short appreciation will bring it to a wider notice.  

 
Illustrations 
I have included a few of Cuthbert Spencer’s cards showing local views and steamers. I 
don’t know what his numbering system meant or the significance of CS as distinct from 
Spencer, (Mabel, perhaps? See The Later Years). Some cards appear to pre-date those with 
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earlier numbers but it is possible that printers may have issued or re-printed cards in 
their own numbering system. There are cards numbered into the eight hundreds but 
until an inventory can be made of a large number it is not possible to say what, if any, 
significance these anomalies have.  I am trying to collect as many of the cards as 
possible, (over 200 to date), to see if there is a pattern.  
It is a matter of great disappointment and regret that I have been unable, so far, to find a 
photograph of Cuthbert Spencer, in spite of my widespread enquiries. It seems 
inconceivable that a man who was a Mason for over 50 years is not still out there on a 
photograph – unless he was always on the other side of the camera. 

 
Thanks and Acknowledgements 
I would like to thank the people who have kindly answered my questions, lent me 
photographs and allowed me to copy them, especially Mrs. May Bunting, Mrs. Margaret 
MacBride, Mrs. Anne Paterson, Miss Susan Potter, Mr. and Mrs. Dougie Pollock and 
Members of Lodge Kyles of Bute 1120, Mrs. Mima Salisbury, Mrs. Mary Taylor, Dr. 
Jeremy Thomson, Mrs. Cathy Turner,  the Archivist at Angus Council, Mr. Douglas 
Nicol of Forfar Lodge and Mr. John McLaughlin, Secretary of Lodge Panmuir 299, 
Arbroath, the Editor and staff of The Dunoon Observer and to people at Argyll and 
Bute Council who helped me locate Kilcalmonell and Lair No. 12 at Millhouse cemetery. 
I am also grateful to The Registrar General for Scotland for permission to use the 
official notices. Any blunders, errors or omissions are, of course, mine.  

 
References 
Information on Censuses, Births, Marriages and Deaths was obtained from official 
sources via Ancestry.co.uk and www.scotlandspeople.gov. 
The following Official Records are attached, forming a time-line. 
1881 Census, England showing the Spencer family in Ackworth, Yorks., next door to a 
school, where, possibly, Edwin Spencer was assistant master. 
1891 Census, Scotland showing Cuthbert Spencer at Kirkwood, an estate in Dalton, 
between Ecclefechan and Dumfries.  
1900 Marriage Record, Cuthbert Spencer/Annie MacKinlay in the parish church at 
Skipness, in Kintyre. 
1901 Census, Scotland showing Cuthbert and Annie Spencer in Clachan, south of W. 
Loch Tarbert. They probably worked on the estate of Ronachan. 
1901 Death Record, Annie Spencer, died 13th October. 
1911 Census, Scotland showing Cuthbert Spencer in Well Park Cottage with his sister 
Mabel. 
1915 Valuation Roll for Scotland showing Cuthbert Spencer as Inhabitant of a house 
at Well Park Villa, owned by Robert Paton.  
1920/21 Valuation Roll for Scotland. Still at Well Park. 
1926/27 Valuation Roll for Scotland showing Cuthbert Spencer, (and presumably his 
sister), still at Well Park Cottage.  
1941 Death Record, Mabel Spencer, died March 26th in Argyll Villa. 
1954 Death Record, Cuthbert Spencer, died November 10th in Argyll Villa.. 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov/
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1956/57 Valuation Roll for Scotland showing Mrs. Cuthbert Spencer in Argyll Villa. 
Unfortunately full records are not readily available for the marriage of Cuthbert 
Spencer and Flora MacDonald in 1942, nor for the death of Flora Spencer on 17th 
December, 1964. 
 
Geoff Newton, August, 2014 
 

Later 
In January, 2019, I was contacted by Mike Porter and his sister, Angela Szabo in 
England, the great-nephew and great-niece of Cuthbert Spencer who said they had seen 
my name on one of our web-sites as being interested in Cuthbert and they had 
photographs of him! One of these is now the frontispiece of this narrative. Many thanks 
to them for that.  
By coincidence, our local Heritage Group is preparing a celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the opening of the so-called 'New Road' between Glendaruel and 
Tighnabruaich in1969. (This is still called the 'New Road'!). The building of such a road 
was first mooted in 1935 and, in trawling through the archives of the old Argyllshire 
County Council minutes for background information to inform the project, our 
members came across the hand-written letter following this page which shows another 
aspect of Cuthbert Spencer in local affairs which I had not come across before. At this 
time, December, 1935 he was living in Argyll Villa with his sister, Mabel. Maybe we 
haven't yet come to the end of Cuthbert's activities in Tighnabruaich but we surely have 
enough already to justify calling him 'Lad o'Pairts'.  

Geoff Newton, February, 2019 
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Interior of Well Park Cottage late 1950s 

 

 
Argyll Villa, to which Cuthbert and Mabel moved and where they both 
subsequently died. 

 

Well Park Cottage, where Cuthbert and Mabel 
Spencer were staying in 1911. The cottage was 
demolished in 2007/8 and a modern bungalow 
has been built on the site. 
(Photographs taken late 1950s of building and 
interior, by kind permission of Miss Susan Potter) 
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 View of the moorings and Rhubaan, probably taken from the garden of Argyll Villa. 

The card is numbered 9 and has UC lettering. (The card is unused and the rear says, 
‘Printed in Great Britain. Photograph - Cuthbert Spencer, Tighnabruaich’). 

View of the East Bay, Rhubaan and Buttock Point with the moorings. SY Iolaire, right, 
was owned by William Birtwistle, a Lancashire cotton magnate and skippered by Captain 
John Turner of Tighnabruaich. 
(The card is numbered 01 but is unused and therefore undated, although post-marks, of 
course, may be much later than photograph dates. The rear of the card carries no 
identification ). 
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View of the West Kyle with a Regatta in progress. The card is numbered Spencer 16 and 
the picture was probably taken from the garden of Argyll Villa. (The card has been used; 
although the post-marked date is not legible it was probably sent in the early 1920s and 
bears two George Vth 1/2d stamps and the words ‘Printed in Great Britain ’). 
 

Tighnabruaich Pier. The card is numbered Spencer 57, but is unused and, part from 

the white border to the picture, accords with the previous card in every way. 
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PS Talisman in the West Kyle. The card is unused and is numbered Spencer 32. The 
back of the card is identical to no. 57. The photograph pre-dates 1934, when Talisman 
was broken up. 

PS Jupiter steaming down the West Kyle. The card is numbered Spencer 62; this vessel 
was launched in 1937 so if the numbering is sequential, there must be a gap of at least 
three or four years between these two photographs. The card is unused and the back is 
identical to nos. 32 & 57. 
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View looking up towards Kames cross-roads. Copied from CS 207, so no rear information 
is available but the vehicles suggest the 1920s. 
 

This iconic view of Tighnabruaich Regatta day is copied from CS 142. The dresses of the 
women to the left suggest a late Edwardian/early George Vth date. SY Norseman was 
another vessel owned by William Birtwistle. No reverse data available. 
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PS Caledonia in the West Kyle. The card is numbered Spencer 619 and is unused. The reverse 
is different from the previous cards and is marked ‘Printed in England’. 

 

A Tighnabruaich Regatta scene, looking towards the Rhubaan shore. The yachts appear to be 
Clyde class, with jack-yard top-sails, which probably dates the photograph no later than 
1920s/early 1930s. Numbered CS 650, the card is unused; the reverse is identical to nos. 32 
and 57. 
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Duchess of Argle in the West Kyle. The photograph is numbered Spencer 670. The 
card is unused and the reverse is the same as nos. 32 and 57. 
 

View of Glendaruel coming down from the Bealach-andrain. The card is numbered CS 
843, is unused and the reverse is identical to no. 670. 
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1881 Census, 3rd April 
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1891 Census, 5th April 
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Copy of Marriage Register 
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1901 Census, 31st March 
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Copy of the Deaths Register 
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 1911 Census, 2nd April 
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1915-16 Cuthbert Spencer Valuation Rolls 
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1926-27 Cuthbert Spencer Valuation Rolls 



Cuthbert Spencer of Tighnabruaich ©Geoff Newton March 2018  page 25 

Copy of deaths Register 
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Copy of deaths Register 
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1956-57 Mrs Cuthbert Spencer Valuation Rolls 
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The memorial in Millhouse Cemetery, LairNo. 12, 

dedicated to Mabel, Cuthbert and Flora Spencer. 

 

Cuthbert Bouverie Spencer, 1873 – 1954 
 


